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in t e entle embrace of o r ne bor oo , somet n
extraor nar st rs. it s t e w sper of le ac , t e so lf l ca-
ence of s are stor es, an t e n s ble sp r t t at enes
s as t e Best Ne bor oo n Amer ca.
M ol ra l as been to nsp re en a ement of eac of

t e 623 omes n Floral Park. if t e penetrat on rate of o r
2022 Members p dr e s an meas rement – 33% – we
a e a wa to o.
As i enter t e last ear of m

nal term as FPNA pres ent, i
mplore e er one to jo n me on
t s ama n jo rne – a o a e
nto t e ept s of o r collect e
ex stence, w ere t e tr e power
of ne borl k ns p res es.
As a law er b tra e, i offer o
t s nal ar ment as to w
o s o l et n ol e n o r
ama n ne bor oo :

:H OLYH LQ rUOg gLYLgHg DQg
gLVFrQQHFWHg — it s w t n
t e m crocosm of o r ne bor-
oo w ere t e see s of n t
an compass on can tr l take
root.

LOgLQ ErQgV WKDW WUDQVFHQg 
— in o r fast-pace l es, t’s
eas to l e s e b s e w t
o r ne bors et rema n
stran ers. B ett n n ol e
n o r ne bor oo , we nlock
t e potent al to b l bon s.
From ol nteer n / part c pat-
n n ne bor oo e ents to
s mpl reac n o t an exten -
n a an of fr en s p, we s-
co er t e bea t of man connect on.

7DSHVWU ri 7DOHV — O er t e last co ple of ears i’ e en-
jo e br n n t e “Floral Parks got Talent” col mn n t e
ga ette. W t n o r ne bor oo co ntless stor es well,
wa t n to be s are . W en we et n ol e , a treas re tro e
of man exper ences - a mosa c of tr mp s, c allen es,
an lessons learne - awa ts.

PEUDFLQ WKH 8QVHHQ – Often t’s t e nseen eroes amon

s w o s ape o r ne bor oo . T e care ers, t e ol-
nteers, t e s lent p llars of stren t w o sow see s of
compass on w t e er act of k n ness. Let s be t e r
all es, ampl f t e r o ces an t e r efforts an reco n e
t e r n al able contr b t ons. For t e f t re of t s s-
tor c ne bor oo , we can create a safet net of s pport
t at pl fts t ose n nee an stren t ens t e er fo n a-
t on of Floral Park.

 1 UW ULQ 2 U r WK – For t e past two ears, Floral
Park as exper ence ts own bab boom. O r f t re l es
n t e an s of o r c l ren w o ma one a n er t t e
ne bor oo we call ome. W t e ents an act t es
ta lore to t e o n er fam l an b o r rect n ol e-

ment n ne bor oo act -
t es, we set an example. We
pro e t em w t t e tools
an s pport nee e to o r-
s an become compass on-
ate lea ers t emsel es.

/L KWLQ 3rVLWLYH KDQ H  — 
gett n n ol e s a cata-
l st for c an e. T e ame
of transformat on s n te
t ro collect e act on,
s e n l t on t e ss es
t at eman o r attent on.
W et er t’s a ocat n for
safer streets (t e Flower St.
trafc calm n n t at e),
c amp on n s sta nable
pract ces, or s pport n lo-
cal b s nesses (Ne bor-
oo N t O ts n dTSA),
o r collect e o ce can be a
force for mean n f l mpact.

O r comm n t s not
merel a eo rap cal loca-
t on – t’s a tapestr of so ls,
ntertw ne b t e bon s of
s are exper ences, opes
an reams. B embrac n
t e sp r t of ne borl k n-
s p, we nlock t e tr e po-

tent al of o r comm n t , breat n l fe nto e er street,
e er oorstep, an e er eart.

T s s m n tat on to o ; step o t of o r comfort
one…en a e…contr b te. in t s p rs t, o w ll s-
co er t e power of comm n t l es not n ran est res,
b t n s mple acts of k n ness, connect on an part c pa-
t on. T e c o ce s o rs. i for one, ope o c oose to
b l a comm n t w ere e er one s seen, ear an al-
e ; one t at s brant, ncl s e an lle w t jo .
An as t e law er n me can’t elp b t en : i rest m case!


