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by Jeffrey Katz
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(PEUDFH�WKH�+HDUWEHDW�ri�2XU�&rPPXQLW\

� in� tKe� Jentle� embrace� of� oXr� neLJKborKooG,� sometKLnJ�
extraorGLnar\�stLrs.�it�Ls�tKe�wKLsper�of�leJac\,�tKe�soXlfXl�ca-
Gence�of�sKareG�storLes,�anG�tKe�LnGLYLsLble�spLrLt�tKat�Ge𿿿nes�
Xs�as�tKe�Best�NeLJKborKooG�Ln�AmerLca.
� M\�Kol\�JraLl�Kas�been�to�LnspLre�enJaJement�of�eacK�of�
tKe�623�Komes�Ln�Floral�Park.�if�tKe�penetratLon�rate�of�oXr�
2022�MembersKLp�drLYe� Ls�an\�measXrement�–�33%�–�we�
KaYe�a�wa\�to�Jo.
� As�i�enter�tKe�last�\ear�of�m\�
𿿿nal�term�as�FPNA�presLGent,�i�
Lmplore�eYer\one�to�joLn�me�on�
tKLs�ama]LnJ�joXrne\�–�a�Yo\aJe�
Lnto�tKe�GeptKs�of�oXr�collectLYe�
exLstence,�wKere�tKe�trXe�power�
of� neLJKborl\� kLnsKLp� resLGes.�
As�a�law\er�b\�traGe,�i�offer�\oX�
tKLs� 𿿿nal� arJXment� as� to� wK\�
\oX�sKoXlG�Jet� LnYolYeG�Ln�oXr�
ama]LnJ�neLJKborKooG:

:H� OLYH� LQ� ZrUOg� gLYLgHg� DQg�
gLVFrQQHFWHg� �—� it� Ls� wLtKLn�
tKe�mLcrocosm�of�oXr�neLJKbor-
KooG�wKere� tKe� seeGs� of� XnLt\�
anG� compassLon� can� trXl\� take�
root.�

%XLOgLQJ�ErQgV� WKDW� WUDQVFHQg 
—� in� oXr� fast-paceG� lLYes,� Lt’s�
eas\� to� lLYe� sLGe� b\� sLGe� wLtK�
\oXr� neLJKbors� \et� remaLn�
stranJers.� B\� JettLnJ� LnYolYeG�
Ln�oXr�neLJKborKooG,�we�Xnlock�
tKe� potentLal� to� bXLlG� bonGs.�
From�YolXnteerLnJ� /�partLcLpat-
LnJ� Ln� neLJKborKooG� eYents� to�
sLmpl\�reacKLnJ�oXt�anG�extenG-
LnJ�a�KanG�of�frLenGsKLp,�we�GLs-
coYer�tKe�beaXt\�of�KXman�connectLon.�

7DSHVWU\�ri�7DOHV�—�OYer�tKe�last�coXple�of�\ears�i’Ye�en-
jo\eG�brLnJLnJ�tKe�“Floral�Parks�got�Talent”�colXmn�Ln�tKe�
ga]ette.�WLtKLn�oXr�neLJKborKooG� coXntless� storLes� Gwell,�
waLtLnJ�to�be�sKareG.�WKen�we�Jet�LnYolYeG,�a�treasXre�troYe�
of� KXman�experLences� -� a�mosaLc�of� trLXmpKs,� cKallenJes,�
anG�lessons�learneG�-�awaLts.�

(PEUDFLQJ�WKH�8QVHHQ�–�Often�Lt’s�tKe�Xnseen�Keroes�amonJ�

Xs�wKo�sKape�oXr�neLJKborKooG.�TKe�careJLYers,�tKe�Yol-
Xnteers,� tKe� sLlent� pLllars� of� strenJtK�wKo� sow� seeGs� of�
compassLon�wLtK� eYer\� act� of� kLnGness.� Let� Xs� be� tKeLr�
allLes,�amplLf\�tKeLr�YoLces�anG�tKeLr�efforts�anG�recoJnL]e�
tKeLr� LnYalXable�contrLbXtLons.�For�tKe�fXtXre�of� tKLs�KLs-
torLc�neLJKborKooG,�we�can�create�a�safet\�net�of�sXpport�
tKat�XplLfts�tKose�Ln�neeG�anG�strenJtKens�tKe�Yer\�foXnGa-
tLon�of�Floral�Park.

 1XUWXULQJ�2XU�<rXWK�–�For� tKe�past� two�\ears,�Floral�
Park�Kas�experLenceG�Lts�own�bab\�boom.�OXr�fXtXre�lLes�
Ln�tKe�KanGs�of�oXr�cKLlGren�wKo�ma\�one�Ga\�LnKerLt�tKe�
neLJKborKooG� we� call� Kome.�WLtK� eYents� anG� actLYLtLes�
taLloreG�to�tKe�\oXnJer�famLl\�anG�b\�oXr�GLrect�LnYolYe-

ment�Ln�neLJKborKooG�actLY-
LtLes,�we�set�an�example.�We�
proYLGe� tKem�wLtK� tKe�tools�
anG�sXpport�neeGeG�to�ÁoXr-
LsK�anG�become�compassLon-
ate�leaGers�tKemselYes.

/LJKWLQJ�3rVLWLYH�&KDQJH  — 
gettLnJ� LnYolYeG� Ls� a� cata-
l\st� for� cKanJe.� TKe� Áame�
of� transformatLon� Ls� LJnLteG�
tKroXJK� collectLYe� actLon,�
sKeGGLnJ�lLJKt�on�tKe�LssXes�
tKat� GemanG� oXr� attentLon.�
WKetKer� Lt’s� aGYocatLnJ� for�
safer� streets� (tKe�Flower�St.�
traf𿿿c� calmLnJ� LnLtLatLYe),�
cKampLonLnJ� sXstaLnable�
practLces,� or� sXpportLnJ� lo-
cal� bXsLnesses� (NeLJKbor-
KooG�NLJKt�OXts�Ln�dTSA),�
oXr�collectLYe�YoLce�can�be�a�
force�for�meanLnJfXl�Lmpact.�
� OXr� commXnLt\� Ls� not�
merel\�a�JeoJrapKLcal�loca-
tLon�–�Lt’s�a�tapestr\�of�soXls,�
LntertwLneG�b\�tKe�bonGs�of�
sKareG� experLences,� Kopes�
anG� Greams.� B\� embracLnJ�
tKe�spLrLt�of�neLJKborl\�kLn-
sKLp,�we�Xnlock�tKe�trXe�po-

tentLal�of�oXr�commXnLt\,�breatKLnJ�lLfe�Lnto�eYer\�street,�
eYer\�Goorstep,�anG�eYer\�Keart.�
� TKLs�Ls�m\�LnYLtatLon�to�\oX;�step�oXt�of�\oXr�comfort�
]one…enJaJe…contrLbXte.�in�tKLs�pXrsXLt,�\oX�wLll�GLs-
coYer�tKe�power�of�commXnLt\�lLes�not�Ln�JranG�JestXres,�
bXt�Ln�sLmple�acts�of�kLnGness,�connectLon�anG�partLcLpa-
tLon.�TKe�cKoLce�Ls�\oXrs.�i�for�one,�Kope�\oX�cKoose�to�
bXLlG�a�commXnLt\�wKere�eYer\one�Ls�seen,�KearG�anG�Yal-
XeG;�one�tKat�Ls�YLbrant,�LnclXsLYe�anG�𿿿lleG�wLtK�jo\.
� AnG�as�tKe�law\er�Ln�me�can’t�Kelp�bXt�enG:�i�rest�m\�case!


