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 The 2013 mo e, “The Secret L fe of Walter M tt ,” tells 
the stor  of a t m d photo raph mana er at L fe ma a ne. 
Walter, who lives life vicariously through daydreams and
embarks on a true-life adventure when a negative goes miss-
ing. The negative was of a picture taken by Life’s premier
photojournalist, Sean O’Connell,
which was to appear on the nal is-
sue of the magazine.
When Walter nally catches up

to Sean, he nds the photographer
crouched behind a rock waiting to
photograph the elusive snow leopard
h h n the H mala as. The leopard 
s a s mbol for those th n s n l fe 
that are beautiful and important but
are rarel  seen. 
 Sean descr bes the snow leopard 
thus: “Beautiful things don’t ask for
attent on.” The snow leopard s also 
a s mbol for people, l ke Walter, 
who do beautiful things in the world,
but often go unsung or unnoticed.
The m ss n  ne at e dep cted Wal-
ter and the nal issue was dedicated
to the unnoticed people who made
L fe ma a ne.
 Th s past Ma , Ne hborhoods 

who symbolize the spirit of volunteerism with the great-
est of humility: Richard Terrones (Greenleaf), La  Br o 
(Heliotrope), Da d F nk (Heliotrope) and Paul Miller
(Flower; not pictured). Never asked, these four men
simply appear to set up events long before guests arrive
and to clean up long after everyone has gone home. I
express my deepest gratitude to them and all the neigh-
bors who routinely step up and take the responsibility
of continuing to manifest the magic that was conjured

years ago by our progenitors.
     i also want to thank the ne h-
bors who helped make the Arts n 
the Parks (Adirondack Chair ex-
hibit) remarkable: Jeanette Mus-
tafa (Riverside), Marc LaFont, Pe-
ter Chr stoffersen (Heliotrope) and 
g na Ch aramonte (Greenleaf).
   There s a fasc nat n  deta l n 
Jewish law: A community must
pro de a poor person not onl  
with the means to live, but also
with enough so that he too can

e to others. Rat onall , th s 
makes no sense. The mone  w ll 
be en to the poor an wa . Wh  

e t to one person to e to an-
other? Ps cholo call , howe er, 
it makes particularly good sense
ndeed.  g n  s an essent al part 
of dignity. It is no less than a hu-
man need. That s wh  e en those 
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USA announced Floral Park as Neighbor-
hood of the Year for 2021. As with the c-
tional nal issue of Life¸ this column is ded-
cated to the people who ha e made Floral 

Park a nat onall  reco n ed ne hborhood. 
While much credit goes to those directors
who served on the FPNA board throughout
2021, I want to acknowledge our unsung
heroes, the volunteers who do not ask for
attent on or demand accolades. The  work 
beh nd the scenes to help create the ma c 
in our neighborhood.
There are many volunteers that fit this

description. It took more than 400 volun-
teers to make the 2022 Home & garden 
Tour and Opening Night successes. I want
to shine the spotlight on four neighbors

who ha e to rece e also ha e to be able 
to give. They must be in a position not
just to claim their rights, but also to fulll
their duties to others.
The ability to do one’s share is part of an

inclusive community. One of the deepest
forms of belon n  s to be able to look at 
something and say, “I helped build this.”
That is what a duty-based culture gives
us. It turns us from paying guests into
builders. It sees us as co-creators of the
common ood.
 Th s ear, please cons der becom n  
part of the team that makes Floral Park the 
best ne hborhood n the nat on – a ne h-
borhood that is known by its giving cul-
ture; not a demanding one.

Pictured from Left to Right: Laz Brio, 
David Fink and Richard Terrones


