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e ill not be thinkin abo t a ards,

stocks & bonds, s immin pools,
cars, rst-class tra el, six-pack abs,
ad lation, notoriet , Facebook,
je elr , politics, iolence, or re en e.
we ill be thinkin abo t the people
e lo e, the a s their lo e made s

feel, and the kindness e shared.
I heard Den el washin ton sa ,

“yo ne er see a u-Ha l follo in
a hearse.” B t kindness, hen
expressed, is niq e beca se of its
d alit . It’s o r le ac that resonates
here after e are one. And, et, it
intert ines o r so l ith a benefaction
that end res to the hereafter.
In pre io s col mns, I ha e ritten

abo t them stical q alities of the homes
in Floral Park and ho the branches
of o r oaks can ma icall offer the
pensi e pedestrian a comfortin h .
B t I am most ratef l to Floral Park
for teachin me the difference bet een
nei hborhood and comm nit . The
ords had been interchan eable to me,

b t the are astl different.
A nei hborhood is dened b
eo raph . A comm nit is dened b
the kindness shared amon nei hbors
—a bond amon people. It is more
than bein nice and “nei hborl .”
E en the friendliest of nei hborhoods
can lack a sense of comm nit . when
a nei hborhood ele ates itself to
comm nit , a ip code transforms
into somethin more than n mbers.
we celebrate each other’s differences
and embrace kindness b acceptin
e er one, re ardless of a e, race,
beliefs or circ mstances. It ma be a
to n lled ith people from all alks
of life oin thro h a ariet of
hardships, b t e are one comm nit .
In 2013, m ife S ee decreed

that e o ld be lea in Ir ine, a cit
she d bbed “so less.” She fo nd a
prospecti e home on Heliotrope Dri e
in Northern SantaAna. I accompanied
her on her initial isit, b t I protested,
“I am not oin in the ho se, beca se
there is no a e are mo in to

Santa Ana.” As she to red the ho se,
I aited o tside. And Se mo r 
started to hisper to me to “come in.”
(Se mo r is the la s camore that
stands in front of o r home. S ee
names seminal inanimate objects in
o r li es.) I liked the ho se, b t I still
as not mo in to Santa Ana.
well, o kno S ee. wemo ed in

one month later. I had b er’s remorse
immediatel , b t the rst eekend
in the ho se coincided ith the fall
concert. I met a cra co ple dressed
as hippies ho li ed in the castle
ho se on North Park (Pete & Erin) and
tho ht, “there is more to this ‘hood.”

ondered, co ld these acts of kindness
not onl transform a person, b t also
transform the orld?
Last month, Rachel Borack Moloo

(thechair of FPNA’scare&compassion
committee) and I sat do n for a zoom
talk ith Tom Tait, the former ma or
of Anaheim (2010-2018) and brother
of Floral Park resident, Richard Tait
(North Park Bl d.) Tom is responsible
for re-brandin Anaheim as “The Cit
of Kindness.”
The idea all started ith cra ons and

some paper. Natasha Jaie sk , ho
tra icall died in a car accident in 2002
at a e 6, lo ed dra in colorf l pict res
of rainbo s. Alon each rainbo ’s
c r e, she also rote messa es of
kindness.
Her father, Dr. Ed ard Jaie sk ,

fo nd his da hter’s dra in s hile
searchin for a s to preser e her
memor . He h n p her kindness-lled
art aro nd Anaheim. It asn’t lon
before the local comm nit noticed the
messa es’ po er.
Dr. Jaie sk as an Ar entinian

holistic doctor hose Je ish famil
had escaped E rope d rin the ar.
He obser ed that in medicine o can
either treat the s mptom or o can
stim late the bod to heal from ithin,
holisticall . Tom said, “That as the
li ht b lb moment for me.” He tho ht
that the same principle applies to a cit .
Tom, ho as at the time a

co ncilman, sa Natasha’s pict res
and as inspired to r n for ma or,
sin kindness as a platform that co ld
potentiall transform the cit . He on.
As ma or, Tom dre inspiration

from the late b siness mana ement
r Peter Dr cker ( ho famo sl

said “c lt re eats strate for
breakfast”) and Abraham Lincoln (“he
ho molds p blic sentiment, oes

deeper than he ho enacts stat tes.”)
Tom set o t to create a m nicipal
c lt re of kindness here each resident
nderstood it as his and her ci ic d t
to be kind. Tom introd ced a n mber
initiati es incl din askin the st dents
in the Anaheim union School District
to pled e to complete one million acts
of kindness.

Afe ears later, S ee as serio sl
ill, necessitatin an extended sta at
Keck Hospital of uSC. That became
o r home for fo r months. D rin this
time, nei hbors shared the ke to o r
ho se to take T la, o r do , on alks.
when e ret rned, nei hbors (man
hom e had ne er met) bro ht s

dinners or took S ee for alks hile
she re ained her stren th.
And remarkabl these acts of

kindness openedm e es. The helped
me for i e the fail res of m o n cit
and to lo e Santa Ana. These acts
transformed me into a h mble ser ant
ho lo es this place, and ho lo es

the people ithin it—not for hat
the are or hat the can do for me,
b t j st beca se the are mine. And I

Gnv do 
we change

the vnqk ?
Nmd random 

act of 
jhm mdrr

at a time.
—Morgan Freeman
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Eknq k O qj should not be known
only as a ghrsnqhb district, but also as 
the neighborhood of jhm mdrr.

HWWHU URP KH 9LFH UHVLGH WV
by Julie Humphreys and Tracey Stein

 On behalf of the board, e o ld
like to ish all o r nei hbors a er
happ and health ne ear!
Since this is the Lo e iss e, e’d

act all like to i e some back to o !
If o don’t kno alread , o r role as
co-1st ice presidents (sponsorship)
means e ha e the a esome job of
selectin , ith o r committee, o r
earl Floral Park Nei hborhood
Association scholarship inners
and charitable a ard recipients.
E en tho h 2020 as ro h, e
still a arded ten ($1,000 each)
scholarships and donated to ten ($450
each) Santa Ana-based charitable
or ani ations.
The scholarships ere a arded to
er deser in st dents, ho ha e
one on to colle e to p rs e their
dreams, and the charitable or ani-
ations ere chosen based on their
orks to make Santa Ana a better,

kinder cit . B t hile o r committee

had a hand in choosin the recipi-
ents, e o ld not ha e been able to
a ard an thin if it eren’t for o r
enero s nei hborhood and nei h-
bors. yo ha e endo ed indi id al
scholarships, contrib ted to the s c-
cess of o r “First Ni ht” f ndraiser,
and helped make o r home and ar-
den to rs s ccessf l ear after ear.

Openin o r homes, ol nteerin
o r time, comin to e ents, sharin
o r Insta ram stories, ettin o r
friends to mo e here…that’s ho
o ’ e sho n Floral Park o r lo e,
and it has not one nnoticed.we ish
e co ld send o each a alentine.
I lo e these lines from the poem

The House By The Side of the Road b
Samwalter Foss (1858-1911):

I see from m ho se
b the side of the road,

B the side of the hi h a of life,
The men ho press
ith the ardor of hope,

The men ho are faint ith the strife.
B t I t rn not a a

from their smiles nor their tears-
Both parts of an innite plan;
Let me li e in m ho se
b the side of the road
And be a friend to man.

Enjo this iss e, celebratin lo e,
and ma o r hearts al a s be f ll.

Some remarkable thin s happened in
Anaheim o er t o ears in its march to
the million. Tait sa a drop in b ll in
at schools, addiction, senior loneliness,
crime, and mental illness.
It doesn’t take major action. Examples

abo nd in Floral Park s ch as Tamm
Heider (Flo er St.) takin her yorkie,

gracie, to SantaAna schools to comfort
children ith special needs; Oli ia
Matas (Ross St.) i in manic res to
omen in an assisted li in facilities,

Jeff Br mett (Heliotrope Dr.) lea in
snacksand ater for deli er people and
postal carriers d rin the pandemic.
Do o ant more ideas? gi e a

valentine’s Da card to a ido ho
li es next door, pla li e m sic in
o r front ard, plant colorf l o ers
in o r arden, make home-made
do treats and i e them a a door-
to-door, share home- ro n prod ce,
deli er a small ift basket or hot meal
to a nei hbor ho is on lock do n,
p t a tip into the tip jar at the coffee
shop alon ith a small card ith an
pliftin messa e, or bake and take
cookies tome… Imean, o r nei hbor.
Add p these acts and talk abo t

them and o create c lt re. Floral
Park sho ld not be kno n onl as a
“historic district,” b t also as “the
nei hborhood of kindness.” with a
chan e in c lt re, e can chan e the
DNA of o r cit .
In her book, Joyful, desi ner and

TED speaker In rid Fetell Lee rites,
“The infectio s q alit of jo makes its
dispersion as efcient as the most pro-
lic eed. E en the smallest efforts—
a painted m ral, a knit co aro nd a
parkin meter, a sin le o er—can
be the be innin of an p ard spiral
that chan es a comm nit , a nei hbor-
hood, a life.”
This past ear has tested o r places

and laid bare the fra ilit of o r
cities, to ns, and nei hborhoods. It’s
temptin to ima ine that this ear ill
brin abo t better times. B t ishin
for it on’t make it so. Onl hard ork
on a local le el ill.
It’s important to kno , especiall

after s ch a od-a f l ear, that hile
nrest and t rmoil as nfoldin in
streets across the u.S., acts of lo e
and kindness ere happenin in Floral
Park: a food and to dri e, a meal
train, scholarships, helpin a nei hbor
ith her arden, and more. while

chaos has rei ned in washin ton,
D.C., compassion r led in this corner
of Santa Ana. The so l of America
cannot be ransacked and the sol tion
to hat ails s cannot be fo nd nder a
dome or in Cit Hall. It’s not a matter
of politics; it’s j st a matter of lo in
people. And there’s o r battle cr for
an prisin of kindness.
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